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CIVICS HANDOUT AND WORKSHEET - 3 FOR GRADE 9 

2019-2020 (2012E.C) ACADEMIC YEAR 

Unit 9 

What you will learn 

You will: 

 Realize the essence of saving and extravagance. 

 Understand the relationship between planning and saving. 

Saving and Extravagance 

Saving means keeping something for the future. One of the reasons that people save is for the 

future. For example, most people save to buy or build a house, or buy a car. These are big items 

which require a lot of money. If you start saving money today, one day you will have enough to 

fulfill your dreams. 

You also need to save for emergencies. These are things which you do not expect to happen in 

life. For example, you could get sick unexpectedly and need money to get treatment and care. 

You have to develop the habit of saving and avoid buying extravagant items. It is good to 

celebrate a wedding. However, it is not good to spend all the savings on a wedding ceremony. 

Some people who prepare their wedding ceremony by borrowing a lot of money find it difficult to 

pay back what they owe. This is not good. They would be forced to give up a lot of their 

necessities in order to pay back the money they borrowed. Another extravagant practice is to 

spend excessive amounts of money on funerals. Just like for the wedding, some people borrow 

money to pay for an extravagant funeral. This may not be good because they may face problems 

when they have to pay back the money. 
 Tezkar and other religious festivities 

In Ethiopia there are also some practices that require extravagant expenditure like Tezkar. 
Tezkar is a funeral ceremony after a person passes away. There are people in Ethiopia who pay a 
lot of money for the preparation of this ceremony. However, extravagant expenditure on Tezkar 
may lead to debt. 

Planning and Saving 
Planning means to work out what you need to do, step by step, in order to reach a goal. As 

students you all have goals to achieve. You all think about what you want to become in the 

future. When you know what you want to become or what you want to do in the future, it means 

you have a goal. When you think about what you need to do in order to achieve your goal it 

means that you are planning. Planning helps you to make the best use of your resources. 

It is also important to plan one’s family. Planning a family means limiting the number of 
children we want to have so that we can take care of them better. This means, when you plan the 
family you will be able to use the resources you have to satisfy the needs of the family. If  there 
is small number of children, the available money could be enough to meet the needs and wants 
of the children. However, if there are a lot of children, the money won’t be enough to take care of 
all the children. Planning helps you to use your resources well so that you can benefit from 
them. This also works for the things which you have to do at home, in school and in the office. 
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This saves a lot of money and time. The purpose of learning to plan and to save is to develop the 
habit of living within the limits of your income. By matching your life style to what  you  earn, 
you avoid wasting your resources and those of your family. Similarly, you should respect 
public property like public phones, waste baskets, school desks etc.  

Money as a Source of Wealth 

Wealth is the total amount of money and property that a person owns. During their lives 

people accumulate wealth through their efforts over many years. It grows over time and 

mostly it is not something that just comes suddenly. Accumulating wealth is possible when 

you and members of society work in a continuous way and also through generations. You 
need to work and then you need to save the money. So if you work hard and use the money 

well it will benefit you and your family. Wealth accumulates over time. So we have to use the 

money we earn wisely. If we exert enough effort to get the money and if we use that money 

wisely we could accumulate a lot of wealth. If we plan goals as a family it will help the 
family to become wealthier. 

UNIT REVIEW EXERCISES 

Part I – Multiple choices 

1. Saving is important: 

(a)  To buy big things 

(b) For emergencies 

(c) Both (a) and (b) 

(d) None of the above 

2. Planning helps to: 

(a) achieve our goals 

(b) properly use our resources 

(c) have a lot of children 

(d) (a) and (b) 

3. Wealth means: 

(a) money earned from selling drugs 

(b) the amount of money and property accumulated over time 

(c) something that can be obtained easily 

Part II – True or false 

1. Saving only helps to buy big things 

2. Having a goal helps you to make good plans 

3. Extravagant things are important 

Your answer should put on the separate sheet! 
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